
STATE OF TENNESSEE

PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, "We the People of the Uni ted States, in Order to fo rm a m o r e perfect Union, establish Justice,

insure domestic Tranqu i l i t y, provide for the c ommo n defence, p romote the general Welfare, and
secure the Blessings of L ibe r t y to ourselves and o u r Poster i ty, do ordain and establish this
Cons t i tu t i on fo r the Un i ted States o f Ame r i ca . " ‐ Preamble to the Cons t i tu t i on o f the Un i ted
States; and

WHEREAS, on September 17, 1787, t he Cont inenta l Congress approved, and th i r t y -n i ne m e n signed, the
proposed Const i tu t ion fo r the Un i ted States of America, sending it to the states fo r rat ificat ion.
This document, once rat ified, created the federal gove r nmen t , established i t s on ly legit imate
p owe r s and the boundaries w i th in which said p o w e r could be exercised; and

WHEREAS, as stated in Art ic le V I , Clause 2 of the Consti tut ion, i t is the sup reme law of the land, jo ined
on ly b y laws o f the Uni ted States made i n p u r s u a n c e thereof and treaties made wi th in the
au tho r i t y delegated to the Uni ted States; and

WHEREAS, as requi red by Art ic le V I , Clause 3 of the Const i tut ion of the United States, a l l members of
the legislatures and a l l execut ive and jud i c i a l officers of both the Uni ted States and the several
States a r e bound by oath or affirmat ion to suppo r t the Constitution of the Uni ted States.
However, they a r e n o t the on ly ones w i t h a du ty to suppo r t the Constitution; and

WHEREAS, Federalist Papers author and first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, John Jay, exhorted
"Every member of the State ough t d i l igent ly to read and to study the const i tu t ion of h is c o u n t r y,
and teach the r i s i n g genera t ion to be free. By know ing the i r r igh ts , they w i l l sooner perceive
when they a r e violated, and be the better prepared to defend and assert them." It is incumbent on
the people to read and study the Constitution of o u r c oun t r y, so that we m a y defend and assert
o u r r ights ; and

WHEREAS, i t is fi t t i n g and p r o p e r to celebrate this magnificent document on the anniversary of i t s
creat ion;

NOW, THEREFORE I, Cameron Sexton, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the One Hundred
Twel f th General Assembly o f the State o f Tennessee, a t the reques t o f and in con junc t ion w i t h
Representative Pa t Marsh, do hereby proc la im tha t we j o i n w i t h o u r fellow Americans in
commemorat ing the week of September 11-17, 2022, as Const i tut ion Week and inv i te the people o f
Tennessee to observe tha t week by tak ing John Jay's advice to read and study the Constitution of
o u r c o u n t r y and p r e p a r e ourselves to defend and asser t o u r r i gh t s against a l l those who would
i n f r i nge on them, whether fo re ign or domestic.

PROCLA IMEDi n Nashville, Tennessee, o n this
the 29th day of June 2022.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE O PRESENTATIVES

PAT MARSH, REPRESENTATIVE
62ND HOUSE DISTRICT

SHANE REEVES,SENATOR
14THSENATE DISTRICT


