
Supremacy Clause 
Article VI, Clause 2 
(emphasis added) 
This Constitution, and the Laws 
of the United States which shall 
be made in Pursuance thereof; 
and all Treaties made, or which 
shall be made, under the 
Authority of the United States, 
shall be the supreme Law of 
the Land; and the Judges in 
every State shall be bound 
thereby, any Thing in the 
Constitution or Laws of any 
State to the Contrary 
notwithstanding.  

Amendment IV 
The right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable 
searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated,… 

Amendment V 
No person shall … be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, without due 
process of law;… 

Amendment XIV 
… No State shall make or enforce any 
law which shall abridge the privileges 
or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any State deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law;… 

18 USC 242: Deprivation of rights 
under color of law 

Whoever, under color of any law, statute, 
ordinance, regulation, or custom, willfully 
subjects any person in any State, Territory, 
Commonwealth, Possession, or District to the 
deprivation of any rights, privileges, or 
immunities secured or protected by the 
Constitution or laws of the United States, … 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both; and if bodily injury 
results from the acts committed in violation of 
this section or if such acts include the use, 
attempted use, or threatened use of a 
dangerous weapon, explosives, or fire, shall be 
fined under this title or imprisoned not more 
than ten years, or both; and if death results 
from the acts committed in violation of this 
section… shall be fined under this title, or 
imprisoned for any term of years or for life, or 
both, or may be sentenced to death.

Knowing 
Your 
Rights

Stand your ground, 
Don’t fire unless fired upon, 
But if they mean to have war 

LET IT BEGIN HERE! 

There is no position which depends on clearer principles, than that every act of a delegated authority, 
contrary to the tenor of the commission under which it is exercised, is void. 
— Alexander Hamilton, Federalist Papers #78

Thus, the particular phraseology of the Constitution of the United States confirms and strengthens the 
principle, supposed to be essential to all written Constitutions, that a law repugnant to the Constitution is 
void, and that courts, as well as other departments, are bound by that instrument. 
— Chief Justice Marshall, Marbury v. Madison Opinion
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